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Dear Mary and Laura: 

Please find below the readers' reports for the Criticism Archive branch of the Poetess 
Archive. I'm delighted to share that both reviewers endorse moving it RC.  

Mary, you'll find that reader one does have recommendations for minor changes to 
improve user experience and to make things more consistent. The reviewer is right to 
point out these issues; they should be quite easy to address. 

Reader One: 

I found the criticism archive to be a valuable, useful resource and tool for scholars. While 
we tend to focus on the recovery of strictly literary texts by women, this archive brings to 
light the important critical and theoretical work being done by women in the period. The 
archive contains a good selection of critical writing, both by well known authors (Mary 
Shelley, Joanna Baillie) and by a writer I did not know (Elizabeth Moody).  The archive, 
with Baillie’s “Introductory Discourse” and prefaces from Inchbald’s British Theatre, 
offers a particularly rich gathering of pieces that will be useful for scholars of the theater 
and the drama.  I enjoyed the introduction to the archive; the annotations are helpful. 

While what I take to be a general search engine for the entire archive did not work, the 
search engine within the criticism archive was quick and useful.  For example, I could 
quickly find comments on Shakespeare across the archive; there was also a good 
gathering of comments on Wordsworth.  Scholars, even if they are working directly on 
women writers, will find this archive broadening their sense of the response to key male 
writers as well.  Navigation was simple.  The texts were easy to read. 

I support incorporating this archive into Romantic Circles.  It will be a fine addition to the 
wonderful set of electronic editions housed at RC.  I can certainly see myself using this 
edition of criticism by women writers. 

"There are, of course, slips here and there that could be corrected during the migration 
of the site to RC: these are minor thus easily corrected. For example, Professor Waters 
sometimes appears as Mary Waters and sometimes as Mary A. Waters. There were a 
few typos in the notes. In my browser at least, some passages show up highlighted 
without it being clear why. I would also relabel the “Biographies” link, either to 
“Biography and Identification Glosses,” which is the title on the document itself or
“Biographical Directory.” “Biographies” might lead the reader to think there are only bios 
of the authors included, and this is a much broader tool."
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Reader Two: 

The Poetess Archive is an exciting project that offers a new encounter with the texts and contexts 

that shaped and produced nineteenth-century women’s poetry. In their introduction to the 

archive, the editors tackle the complex historicity of the term “poetess” and make an interesting 

argument for the “poetess” as an aesthetic category that, at times, expands to include both male 

and female writers. This vision becomes, in part, a guide for the inclusion of various poets in the 

database itself as well as the kinds of encounters the database’s search engine aims to facilitate. 

The database also offers researchers a better sense of the print contexts through which women’s 

poetry was produced.  

I was particularly impressed with the “Criticism Archive” which is comprised of a wide variety 

of reviews and critical texts by women of the Romantic period—including those by Mary 

Wollstonecraft, Anna Letitia Barbauld, Mary Shelley, Letitia Elizabeth Landon, and many others

—all of which would be of relevance to college educators interested in teaching women’s 

literature. The key editorial choices are clearly articulated and the search engine is highly 

effective. Scholars and students of Romanticism who are interested in further understanding the 

reading cultures of the Romantic era would be well served by this archive. I imagine 

that the “Criticism Archive” will soon be a vital resource for scholars and educators alike. I 

would highly encourage Romantic Circles to acquire this wonderful scholarly asset.
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